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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Coyote Ridge Elementary, an IB World School 
7115 Avondale Road● Fort Collins, CO 80525 ● Office (970) 679-9400 ● Fax (970) 679-9420                                                                                       August 7, 2017  Dear CRES Families,  Yes, it’s that time of year again!  Teachers are not yet officially on duty, but they are trickling in, getting their rooms ready for the 2017-18 school year—it’s going to be another great one!  As is always the case, some things change, and some things stay the same.  One of the first things you might notice is the addition of our beautiful Learning Garden on the south side of the campus, near the fields.  Our CRES Learning Garden Committee did EXCELLENT and quick work, partnering with the Loveland Rotary Club and the City of Fort Collins to provide funding.  They also organized volunteers (children and adults) to help create and then plant our garden.  Nice work!  This is a commitment by CRES and our PTO for years of learning and enjoyment to come!  Thank you!   
You will notice some new faces here at CRES this fall, and some familiar faces in new roles.  We have been fortunate to be able to hire such a capable and dedicated group of educators!  They are:   Donna Morrison, an experienced TSD teacher, has joined our 1st grade team!  She 

attended IB training this summer in Keystone, CO. 
 

 Kelsie Klinger, an experienced kindergarten teacher in TSD, is returning to teaching 
after taking a few years off with her little ones.  She will be teaching our part-time 
kindergarten class.  Ms. Klinger attended IB training this summer in Keystone, CO. 
 

 Courtney Fiege (fee-ga), has experience teaching in Colorado, Wyoming, and California, 
and is happy to be moving back to Colorado.  She will be teaching our third round of 3rd 
grade this year.  Ms. Fiege flew out from California to attend IB training this summer in 
Keystone, CO. 
 

 Catie Ruch worked most recently as our half-time literacy and math interventionist—we 
are excited that she will be teaching 4th grade this year!  Ms. Ruch attended IB training 
this summer in Keystone, CO. 
 

 Dara Vandenberg has taught our part-time kindergarten program for several years, she 
will now be teaching full-time, in 1st grade. 
 

 Raili Neibauer has been an instructional coach for the past three years, splitting time 
between CRES and another building.  We are excited that Ms. Neibauer will continue on as 
our (half-time) instructional coach, and now will also be our half-time literacy and math 
interventionist.  She is glad to be at CRES full-time! 
 

Mr. Deon Davis Principal 



Empower to learn – Challenge to achieve – Inspire to excel 
www.thompsonschools.org 

 Our Intensive Learning Center (ILC) team of para-professionals has turned over this 
summer, with some retiring, and some moving on to other roles.  We will miss that fine 
team, and we are also excited to announce our new hires:  Jan Campain will return to 
CRES as an ILC para.  Ms. Campain worked as a classroom aide in 3rd grade last year.  
Danette Ericson will be joining as an ILC para.  Ms. Ericson had taken a few years off, 
and is excited to be working at CRES.  We have another ILC para position which will be 
hired soon.   

 
Class lists will be posted on the front doors after 4pm on Wednesday, August 16th.    Back to School Night will be on Thursday, August 17th, from 5:30 – 7:15pm.  Please go directly to your child’s classroom when you arrive.  The format is slightly different than before:   5:30 - 6:00: School Supply Drop Off/Meet the Teacher 6:00 - 6:15: Video message from principal, PTO, and SAC played in all    classrooms 6:15 - 6:40: Teacher presentations, Round 1 

6:45 - 7:15: Teacher presentations, Round 2 (for families with more than one student at CRES) Topics for discussion will include: 
o Overview of the curriculum (all subjects) for your grade level 
o Overview of IB unit planners and Plan of Inquiry 
o Classroom expectations, including behavior 
o Overview of grade level homework expectations 
o Overview of CRES grading policy (standards based)  School supplies:  The school supply list can be found here: https://www.teacherlists.com/parents.  Just enter our zip code and it will direct you (80525).  Also, please know that in some cases (particularly in primary grades) school supplies are used 

communally.  If your child wants to use a special pencil or folder, please do keep those at home for their use there.  Standard supplies are best for the classes, as it reduces the amount of important instructional time spent trying to manage the materials.  Thank you for understanding!  The eclipse!  We have purchased safety glasses for all students and staff, and all students here on August 21st will have an opportunity to learn about the science of solar eclipses, and experience it with their classmates and teachers!  Teachers will be sure to maximize this experience for our learners.  What a great way to kick off the school year!  Looking forward to seeing you all at Back to School Night!   Sincerely,  Deon Davis, Principal 
 


